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Mr Chao Chen-kuo
i P B S A

Citation & 57

Mr Chao Chen-kuo, Managing Director of CK Hair International
Limited, graduated from Tokyo Institute of Technology in Japan
and studied at Harvard Business School in the U.S. Mr Chao has
been a close partner of PolyU since 2005 when he joined the CEO
Club set up by the University’s Institute for Entrepreneurship.
He was elected the Club’s President in 2012 and 2014. Under
Mr Chao’s guidance, the Club has strived to promote knowledge
transfer to help member companies make use of the University’s
expertise and technology for their business operation; educate
a young generation of innovative entrepreneurs, enhance the
exchanges between Hong Kong and Chinese mainland enterprises,
with a view to giving back to society.

The U.S. writer Helen Keller once said, “Life is either a daring
adventure or nothing.” Entrepreneur is an occupation of taking
risks. In this regard, Mr Chao is a natural-born entrepreneur —
he is open-minded, creative and never afraid to take risks. As a
university student, Mr Chao once took a year off to travel in South
America and Africa, continents barely trodden by any tourists in
those days. His adventure broadened his horizons and inspired his
unique take on business philosophy that still serves him well till this
day - “Think global; act local.” “A journey of a thousand miles
starts with the first baby step that you make right now.” Mr Chao
was a pioneer who spotted the inevitable trend of globalization
decades before the term was coined. After graduation, he was hired
by his father’s wig company. Instead of managing the business
right away, he preferred to start from the bottom of the hierarchy
and worked his way up. Nowadays, he is the Managing Director
and his company mostly targets high-end wig markets in the U.S.
and Europe. Undoubtedly, his international vision and risk-savvy
personality have attributed to the company’s strategy.

Apart from commercial success, Mr Chao also cares deeply for
the welfare of the industry. In 1976, he organized the first Asian
Hairstyling and Make-up Competition to foster exchanges and
learning among contestants from various countries, and to promote
the level of skills and finesse in hairstyling and make-up in the
region. Into its 40th anniversary, the Competition is still an eagerly
anticipated highlight in the hair and beauty calendar. Mr Chao
went on to found the Asian Hair and Beauty Association in 1996,
Hong Kong Hair and Beauty Merchants Association in 2005, and
Federation of Hong Kong Brands in 2014. He has spared no effort,
not only in contributing to the hair and beauty industry, but also in
establishing competitive advantages for local brands, so as to put
Hong Kong on the global map of prestigious brands.
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Response Speech % #f BF

Chairman Chan, University Council Members, President Tong and
Honoured Guests,

I am deeply honoured to receive this Fellowship from The Hong
Kong Polytechnic University. I became a member of the CEO Club
in 2005, elected as its Vice President in 2008 and 2010, and then
President of the fourth and fifth sessions respectively in 2012 and
2014. It has strengthened my connection with PolyU, and thus
gaining a better understanding of the University.

PolyU is a well-known international university. Its teaching and
research are application-oriented, connecting closely with business
and industry, and meeting the needs of society. The CEO Club
serves as a unique platform for elites to gather and collaborate,
facilitating knowledge transfer between the University and the
industry, enhancing the competitiveness of enterprises and fostering
the development of Hong Kong as a whole.

PolyU is celebrating its 80th Anniversary this year. It has over
the years nurtured hundreds of thousands of professionals to
serve in various fields, including Applied Science and Textiles,
Business, Construction and Environment, Engineering, Health
and Social Sciences, Humanities, Design, and Hotel and Tourism
Management, making significant contributions to the development
of Hong Kong. I have the good fortune to be associated with
PolyU and have learned and benefited a lot from this affiliation. It
has better equipped me to make more contributions to our society.
I am grateful to all my friends who are here today to share my joy.
Thank you very much.

I wish you, PolyU and Hong Kong a beautiful future!
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Ms Irene Chow Man-ling
J 28 &+

Citation & 57

Ms Irene Chow Man-ling is Senior China and Hong Kong Equity
Analyst at Bank Julius Baer and a Chartered Financial Analyst.
She had served on PolyU’s Council for six years, mostly involved
in its Investment Committee. With her profound experience and
knowledge on the subject, Ms Chow has provided invaluable
advice on the University’s finance and risk management, and helped
make the best use of public money in view of the volatility of the
money market.

As a financial analyst, Ms Chow is fully committed to her job and
she takes pleasure in doing it. She felt extremely lucky to have found
her life’s passion and have built a career around it. Nowadays in the
globalized era, politics, economics, culture and business are closely
interlinked. It is essential to keep up with the world’s pace for an
insightful analysis of an enterprise. Having experienced the financial
crises in 1997 and 2007, Ms Chow believes experience matters
most to an analyst. Financial analysis is not just about figures and
formulae, but also how investors think and behave at a certain
point of time. And one can only tell from experience.

The overwhelming pace of technological advancements in recent
years has changed the way people spend and make money. New
start-ups operate radically differently from traditional enterprises.
That means you can find something new to learn every day.
Whenever Ms Chow comes across anything she is not familiar
with, she would research, learn and possibly experience it for
herself, so as to get a first-hand understanding of the business,
explore the reasons and strengthen the analysis. Ms Chow’s
strongly inquisitive nature surely helps her excel in her profession.

Ms Chow has been enthusiastic in public services and has held
various offices throughout the years. She is now a member of the
Appeal Panel (Housing) and Independent Commission Against
Corruption’s Operations Review Committee. She was previously
appointed members of the Hong Kong Institute of Certified
Public Accountants’ Disciplinary Panel, Administrative Appeals
Board and Registration of Persons Tribunal. She is also passionate
about community service and charitable undertakings, now
being a Committee Member of The Chinese General Chamber of
Commerce, Honorary Chairman of The Chinese Manufacturers’
Association of Hong Kong’s Youth Committee, and a director of
Chow Mun Sum Tong Foundation and The Legal Education Fund.
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Chairman Chan, University Council Members, President Tong and
Honoured Guests,

I am most grateful to The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
for conferring on me this University Fellowship. This is not only
an honour, but also an identity allowing me to continue my
connection with this higher education institution. I am delighted
and deeply honoured.

My association with PolyU began when I was appointed a member
of the University Council in 2010. I can still remember the time
when I first went to Core M-Li Ka Shing Tower for meetings and
met some other new Council members. I was as excited as a year-
one student getting to know the new classmates on the first day
at school. Six years passed so quickly, and when my term of office
ended, I felt like a graduate and was unwilling to leave.

In those six years, I had the honour to work with fellow Council
members, professors and staff members and they have helped
broaden my horizons. I have also joined some University activities,
and many of which are unforgettable.

In May 2013, on the fifth anniversary of the Wenchuan
magnitude-8 earthquake, together with some representatives from
the University, I attended the opening ceremony of the Institute
for Disaster Management and Reconstruction jointly established
by Sichuan University and PolyU. It is the first institute in China
dedicated to research and professional training related to the
“prevention, mitigation” of natural disaster and “post-disaster
reconstruction”. Furthermore, we stayed in the mountainous areas
of the Yingxiu Town and Jinbo Village to observe how PolyU
guided its students to take care of the local vulnerable groups. They
learn to serve, serve to learn.

In December 2013, I had the opportunity to join another University
delegation to Xichang Satellite Launch Centre to witness the launch
of the Chang’e-3 lunar probe with the PolyU-developed Camera
Pointing System carried on board. This sophisticated space tool
is the first Hong Kong-made and developed instrument deployed
for China’s lunar exploration programme since its launch in 2007.
Watching the rocket blast off from a short distance, for me, was a
moment of exhilaration.
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PolyU’s motto is “To learn and to apply, for the benefit of
mankind” and I share the same aspiration. I firmly believe that the
purpose of learning is not only for personal growth, but also for
contributing towards the betterment of society.

To me, the honour of the University Fellowship is more than a
recognition. It is a reminder. It reminds me to continue to serve the
University and the community at large.

Taking this opportunity, I would like to thank my sister and
brother for their unfailing support over the years. Last but not
least, I want to thank my mother in particular. You are my role
model and because of you, I become the person I am today.

Thank you very much.

BORACHN T BIM s D ERAI R | B A
PERRRURNRETT A o FRIRAR 55 B8 AN 1
FFHI(E - A IRBALRE e -

RELGE - AR BB A R —JHREA] - 4R
Wi A A B A 7 S PR FIAL B Y SBAE:

FEBURE S > FA O G H AR AN 25 25 2 4R A
TRV STy - AR RIEGERERL -
RBORTBIBEER > L T 5 KRIH -

ZHAAAL -



Mrs Yvonne Law Shing Mo-han, jp
MBEEMNL L, gp

Citation & 57

Mrs Yvonne Law Shing Mo-han, now Chairman of Yinn
Advisory Services Limited, had been a partner with the
accounting firm, Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu, for over 26 years.
Her career achievements were widely recognized by professional
bodies which bestowed innumerable accolades upon her,
including the title of “Leading Tax Advisor” in Hong Kong and
the Chinese mainland for 15 straight years by International Tax
Review, an authoritative media for tax professionals worldwide.

Mrs Law also cares about enhancing the standard of practice and
public recognition for professional accountants, and has served on
various professional bodies, including being a founding member
and past President of the Association of Women Accountants Hong
Kong, former Chairman of Hong Kong Institute of Certified Public
Accountants’ Taxation Committee, and current Vice Chairman
of The Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce’s Taxation
Committee. On top of that, she also writes columns for local
papers and periodicals on the subjects of finance and taxation,
while blogging on human resources management issues and youth
career development.

Graduated in 1977 from the Hong Kong Polytechnic, the
predecessor of PolyU, Mrs Law has been keenly giving back to
her alma mater. She had been our Council member for six years,
chaired the Council’s Audit Committee for three years, and is now
our Court member. Mrs Law won PolyU’s inaugural Outstanding
Accountancy Alumni Award in 2000/2001, and was named an
Outstanding Alumna in 2007.

Mrs Law takes a great interest in art and culture. She has been
receiving lessons on classical vocal music for over 10 years and
enjoys going to concerts. She studied Chinese literature, Chinese
and western history in her secondary school before concentrating
on her accounting major at the Polytechnic. All these have a
profound influence on her artistic sensibility and have attributed
to her ardent commitment and sound foundation on various
public offices related to art, creative industry and conservation of
historical architecture. She is the Treasurer and a council member
of the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, Vice-Chairman of
CreateHK’s CreateSmart Initiative Vetting Committee, a member
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of the Advisory Committee on Built Heritage Conservation and
Antiquities Advisory Board, and was once a member of the
Hong Kong Film Development Council. Her diverse government
appointments also include previously a member of ICAC’s Citizens
Advisory Committee on Community Relations and currently
its Corruption Prevention Advisory Committee, previously the
Hospital Authority Board and currently Chairman of the Shatin
Hospital Governing Committee.

Having confidence in herself and her professionalism, Mrs Law
doesn’t only set eyes on matters beyond her control. Her personal
motto being “Do your best and follow your destiny,” she believes
in always giving her heart and her best, and that there are always
some mitigating acts that can be done when facing problems. But
she understands those alone do not always guarantee success and
one has to bow to the inevitable and accept the destiny.

In her opinion, ideal university education should let young people
pursue their dreams, expose themselves to varied disciplines
of knowledge, and think out of the box — a direction PolyU is
evolving towards.
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Chairman Chan, University Council members, President Tong and
Honoured Guests,

I’'m flattered to receive the honour of University Fellow from
PolyU today. This is actually the third time I have received an
honour from PolyU, the first being the Outstanding Accountancy
Alumni Award, the second being the Outstanding PolyU Alumni
Award and now the Fellowship. And I certainly hope there’s a
fourth.

I must express my thanks to PolyU — each character has a special
meaning to me:

For P - I wish to thank President Tong for his continued and
unwavering support especially during my six years as Council
Member and Chairman of the Audit Committee. He is both an
excellent leader and a true gentleman!

For O - I remember the good old days when I took my
accountancy lessons at where the Taikoo Shing estates are today.
It wasn’t until my final year that we moved to the first phase
of the current PolyU campus. The Hong Kong Polytechnic has
come a long way in its transformation to PolyU of today, a highly
respected university providing diverse programmes including
unique ones like Design, Optometry, Occupational Therapy, and
having the renowned School of Hotel and Tourism Management
with a self-managed teaching hotel, Hotel ICON. And, it was
the first institution in Hong Kong with an Accountancy major, in
which I focused my own studies.

For L - I wish to express my love to my other alma mater, Belilios
Public School, which has given me my foundation in languages
and character development. My deepest love also goes to my
family, relatives and close friends, many of whom are here today to
witness me receiving this honour. I did work hard but without your
support, I couldn’t have come this far.
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For Y - I wish to thank each and every one of you here today for
spending your valuable weekday hours or even taking your time-
off to be with both myself and others on the stage.

Last but not least, I wish to thank the U, PolyU, itself for having
nurtured people like myself and many, many others. We will in
turn do our best to contribute to the society and be always proud
to call ourselves, wherever we are, a graduate from the Hong Kong
Polytechnic/ PolyU.

Long live PolyU!
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Mr Alex Lui Chun-wan
HERELE

Citation & 57

Mr Alex Lui Chun-wan is a renowned architect and city planner.
After graduating from The University of Hong Kong and
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, he has practised in the
U.S., Singapore and Hong Kong. His famous local projects include
the campus of Hong Kong University of Science and Technology,
Ma Wan Comprehensive Development Area, Healthy Village
Redevelopment and Wong Chuk Hang Hospital. He was also
involved in developing the Henderson Centre in Beijing and the
China Merchants Bank building in Shanghai. Apart from his
private practice, he had also taught in The Chinese University of
Hong Kong’s Department of Architecture.

An active member in various public, community and professional
bodies in the past 25 years, Mr Lui has been giving back to the
society by serving on various construction and town planning-
related regulatory and advisory committees, such as Appeal
Tribunal Panel of the Buildings Ordinance, Appeal Board under
the Construction Workers Registration Ordinance, Authorized
Persons and Registered Structural Engineers Registration
Committee, and Town Planning Board and Rural Committee. He
has been a member of Hong Kong Housing Society for years and
is currently on its Elderly Housing and Design and Construction
Task Force. As a committee member of The Hong Kong Institute
of Architects and the Hong Kong Institute of Planners, Mr Lui
also strives to raise the standard of services offered by fellow
architects and city planners.

Mr Lui has been providing PolyU with his professional insights in
education and campus development since 2010. He was our former
Council member, chairman of the Council’s Campus Development
Committee, member of the Board of Hotel ICON and currently a
University Court Member. Since 2013, Mr Lui has been chairing
our Green Deck Task Force to tackle the environmental issues in
the Cross Harbour Tunnel neighbourhood. Linking Hung Hom
MTR station and PolyU campus, the proposed deck provides
43,000 square metres of open space for recreational, cultural
and sports uses. Mr Lui also contributed much to the campus
expansion project on Ho Man Tin slope, featuring sky gardens,
voids and glass structure that bring greenery, natural sunlight and
ventilation into the campus.
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When it comes to his philosophy of life, Mr Lui believes people
matter. In both his personal and professional spheres, his sincerity
and respect for others help build life-long relationships with people.
When designing a building or a city, instead of focussing on the
architecture itself, he is more interested in how the users interact
with the space because a good building or city is one that people
take pleasure to work and live in.
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Chairman Chan, University Council Members, President Tong and
Honoured Guests.

Congratulations on the 80th Anniversary of The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University!

I am very happy and deeply honoured to receive this honorary
title, University Fellowship, from The Hong Kong Polytechnic
University, which is also my alma mater.

Besides honouring me with this title, I have many other reasons to
thank my alma mater. First of all, I owe much to it in introducing
me to knowledge in building, and preparing me to receive higher
education on my profession as an architect and city planner, which
has enabled me to work in Hong Kong and other parts of the
world serving communities of different countries and cultures,
much enriching my life.

Secondly, on my retirement from my professional work, PolyU has
invited me to return to join as Council Member, so that I could
have an opportunity to serve my alma mater, its teachers and
students, making the later years of my life purposeful, meaningful
and fruitful.

Thirdly, those six years serving as a member of the Council have
been very challenging, happy and rewarding, for I was constantly
at the forefront of Hong Kong’s higher education, which is both
enlightening and stimulating, and mingled with a group of highly
scholarly, hardworking and dedicated people on a daily basis.

Over these six years, I am particularly gratified about two things
that I have got started at PolyU, although not yet completed. First
of all, T have helped to secure a site on Ho Man Tin hillside for
the development of a new PolyU campus consisting of teaching
facilities and a students’ hostel. I am glad to see that this project has
already received the Government’s blessing and would go ahead to
completion in 2024.
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The second one is to propose to the Government to build a ‘Green
Deck’ over the Hung Hom Cross Harbour Tunnel Toll Plaza to
improve the environment around PolyU campus, and to provide a
green park for use by local communities, teachers and students so
that pedestrian and bicycle activities would be safe, convenient, and
pleasant, on the ‘Green Deck’ above the heavy traffic on ground.
This is an innovative social project of a grand scale for the long-
term benefit of the local communities. I am honoured to be named
the Chairman of a Task Force to promote this project for PolyU.

Ladies and gentlemen, you all are friends of PolyU. PolyU’s campus
is among the smallest in Hong Kong; it has very little space for
outdoor recreation. I would like to take this opportunity to appeal
to you to support PolyU’s ‘Green Deck’ proposal to improve
the environment and to have more amenities for recreation for
local people and our students. You would find a leaflet in your
programme booklet, which explains about our ideas of the
proposed ‘Green Deck’. We would be grateful if you would write or
email back to us pledging your support to this innovative project,
and we would keep in touch with you to inform you of any further
developments. I can assure you that this small and yet meaningful
act would bring you much happiness for helping to bring good
environment to the Hung Hom and PolyU communities.
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Dr Allen Shi Lop-tak, MH, jP
o7 PR WA Ma, P

Citation & 57

Dr Allen Shi Lop-tak, Chairman and Founder of Brilliant
International Group Limited, is a renowned industrialist. Once the
Chairman of Yan Oi Tong Board of Directors and a Councillor
of Wong Tai Sin District, Dr Shi was awarded the Medal of
Honour by the Hong Kong SAR Government in 2007 for his
dedicated community service. He is currently a member of both
the Guangzhou Haizhu District Committee and Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Regional Committee of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference. Holding close to 40 public offices
simultaneously at present, including Chairman of the Board of
Directors, Wong Tai Sin District Healthy and Safe City, Director
of Merchants Support for Rehabilitated Offenders Committee,
Vice President of The Chinese Manufacturers’ Association of
Hong Kong, President of Hong Kong Young Industrialists Council
Foundation, and Executive Vice President of the Federation of
Hong Kong Guangxi Community Organizations, Dr Shi literally
spends most of his hours helping those in need.

Dr Shi’s affinity with PolyU dates back to 1980 when he
graduated from the Hong Kong Polytechnic, the predecessor
of PolyU. Dr Shi has been supporting his alma mater over the
years. In June 2016, PolyU named a lecture theatre after Dr Shi
as a tribute to his ardent support to the University and immense
contribution to society.

A fervent lover of equestrian sports, Dr Shi believes horse racing
and running a business share the same key to success — one must
persist with determination and resilience. This was also his way
to jump the hurdles when he first started his own printing empire.
As a teenage printing apprentice, Dr Shi experienced a traumatic
accident that cost him three fingers. After recovery, he worked
in the office of a clothing factory which closed down shortly
thereafter. With the hard-earned savings from his wife, Dr Shi
opened a printing factory in 1984 and it was not all smooth
sailing at first. He had to work from eight in the morning till
midnight every day. Being an inquisitive soul, Dr Shi even took
part-time courses at night after his long days of work. Till this day,
Dr Shi still believes hardship is an inevitable stage on the way to
success. Without hardship, persistence and resilience, there will be
no reward.
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The accident made Dr Shi understand the importance of public
awareness of health and safety. He thus volunteered to be the
Chairman of the Board of Directors of Wong Tai Sin District
Healthy and Safe City, subsidizing half the cost of acquiring
automated external defibrillators (AED) in public housing in Wong
Tai Sin which was later named an International Safe Community
by the World Health Organization.
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Response Speech % #f BF

Chairman Chan, University Council Members, President Tong and
Honoured Guests,

Today is an unforgettable day for me. I am most excited to be
here to receive this Fellowship from The Hong Kong Polytechnic
University. This honour not only recognizes my support for
education, but also my dedication to community services. I am
filled with joy, amazement and some very mixed feelings. I would
like to take this opportunity to share them with you.

Touched: T remember attending the unveiling ceremony of a lecture
theatre named after me on PolyU campus last June. Today, PolyU
honours me again with the conferment of a Fellowship. I am
honoured and touched that many of my friends are here today to
witness this moment. This honour will be another force to drive me
ahead and serve the University.

Grateful: My understanding of “give” and “receive” has always
been about obligation and care. Engaging in community services
and supporting education are selfless dedication. I believe “it
is more blessed to give than to receive”. I am grateful for the
opportunity and the ability to help others, which is a form of
blessing. I have always embraced the principle of giving back what
you gained to society. It is only when you can both “give” and
“receive” that you can live a happy and meaningful life.

Nostalgic: I was born and grew up in Hong Kong. I came from
an impoverished family and had encountered many difficulties
when I founded my own business. I have witnessed and played
a part in the economic developments that Hong Kong and the
Chinese mainland have undergone. When I look at today’s young
people, I find that they are very different from those of my own
generation. Life had never been easy at that time because of the
unfavourable economic environment. Deprived of the chance to
have a good education, I had to go along a much bumpier road
than today’s youngsters. But instead of complaining or giving
up, I made good use of my spare time to further my study. I had
enrolled in an evening course at the Hong Kong Technical College,
the predecessor of PolyU, where I received the education and
encouragement needed to build my career. Today, when I manage
to have some accomplishment with my business endeavours, it is
time to pay back and make contribution to the education sector.
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Thankful: My wife and I have been actively engaged in charity
works in recent years. For example, we were chairmen of the Board
of Directors of Yan Oi Tong; we have participated in community
services; set up private community foundation; sponsored
community to acquire life-saving devices that treat sudden cardiac
arrest (automated external defibrillators); donated scholarships in
support of local and mainland university students; and sponsored
the Yan Oi Tong Dental Mobile Clinic service. Apart from myself,
many business friends also join hands to support community
services. Today, I want to share this honour with all of you. Lastly,
[ want to thank my family for their support; the scholars at PolyU
for their support and guidance; my friends for being here today. In
particular, I want to thank President Tong. Under his leadership,
[ am certain that PolyU will continue to nurture more talents,
develop more technologies and scale new heights in the years
ahead. Thank you very much.
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Mr Alex Wong Siu-wah
WA 3 A

Citation & 57

Mr Alex Wong Siu-wabh is currently Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer of King’s Flair International (Holdings) Limited, a Hong
Kong-listed company specializing in the design, development,
manufacture and distribution of kitchenware. Mr Wong has always
been a keen learner. After graduating from secondary school, he
pursued further education in mechanics and electronics at the Hong
Kong Polytechnic (predecessor of PolyU), and other institutions.
He is now working towards his Doctor of Business Administration
degree at PolyU.

An Honorary Life Vice President of the PolyU Foundation and
a member of the advisory committee of the Department of
Mechanical Engineering, Mr Wong has long been supportive of
PolyU. He also spent much time communicating with students
from the Department of Mechanical Engineering and the School of
Design, to update them on the latest needs of the industry, issues
encountered in the manufacturing process and product design
requirements. He even hired many of them to realize their full
potential. When it comes to product design, Mr Wong believes that
technology and innovation are equally important, and he observes
a pressing need to train our next generations of product design
talent. In light of this, he generously supported our Endowed
Professorship Scheme as donor of a product design engineering
professorship. He wishes to encourage outstanding PolyU
scholars to take up teaching and research work while imbuing
the local product design industry with vision and creativity. Such
pedagogical and research efforts would benefit the society at large.

In his decades of experience as an entrepreneur, Mr Wong has
always abided by his principle - to give back what you take from
the community. He stands by his conscience and strictly adheres
to the principles of corporate social responsibilities. He never
cares more about profits than running his company according to
his moral values and in a socially responsible manner. Striking a
fine balance, Mr Wong has proved that a commercial enterprise
is not undermined but enhanced by charitable endeavours and he
never shies away from hands-on community services and activities.
In addition to giving strong support to PolyU, Mr Wong also
supports science education activities of local secondary schools.
As early as 1980s, Mr Wong started building schools for children
in remote and impoverished villages in the Chinese mainland. He
also staunchly supports the Chi Heng Foundation which provides
all-round support to underprivileged children affected by AIDS in
China, so that they do not miss out on their right to an education.
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Response Speech % #f BF

Chairman Chan, University Council Members, President Tong and
Honored Guests,

[ was truly surprised and elated, yet humbled when The Hong
Kong Polytechnic University informed me that a Fellowship would
be conferred on me. I have not accomplished much academically
and my contribution to society is minimal. Yet PolyU has bestowed
on me such a great honor. I am deeply touched and would like to
express my sincere gratitude.

Born and raised in Hong Kong, I became a member of this
institution since I pursued higher education at the Hong Kong
Polytechnic (predecessor of PolyU). Even today I continue to
pursue the betterment of my education as an enrolled student of
the Doctor of Business Administration programme at PolyU in
my spare time and I hope to graduate soon. Through years of
collaborations with PolyU, including involvement with the PolyU
Development Foundation and as a member of the Department
of Mechanical Engineering’s Advisory Committee, I have had a
better understanding of the University’s vision, actual work and
contributions towards advancing higher education and nurturing
talents for society.

It has been the greatest honor for me and my company to be given
the opportunities to make use of our limited resources to support
PolyU’s continued development over the years. Whenever I witness
PolyU graduates making contributions to society in their own
professions, and even making remarkable achievements, I feel
proud and encouraged. This has become a driving force for me, an
old man who has reached retirement age and yet full of energy, to
continue to work hard with a vision which includes pulling in and
allocating more resources in the continuation of supporting PolyU’s
sustainable development.

It takes ten years to grow trees, but a hundred to nurture people.
I hope PolyU will adhere to its promise in education and research
“Opening Minds * Shaping the Future” and nurture more talents
for Hong Kong, our country and our world, writing a blessed and
blissful chapter for mankind.

Once again, my thanks to PolyU for conferring on me this
University Fellowship.
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Professor Wucius Wong, BBs
T I F # #%, BBS

Citation & 57

Professor Wucius Wong is one of the most internationally
celebrated modern ink painters. His work exudes a flair of
modernist aesthetics within the long-standing Chinese ink painting
tradition as he ventured into a broad range of experiments to
establish ink painting as an important trend in the contemporary
world-wide art scene. Before he decided to become an artist, he was
active in the post-war literary circle in Hong Kong as a young poet.
He founded the Modern Literature and Art Association in 1958,
and planned the First Hong Kong International Salon of Paintings
which opened in early 1961. Thereafter he left Hong Kong for the
U.S. to study at the Columbus College of Art and Design, and later
at Maryland Institute College of Art working towards a Master
Degree of Fine Arts.

Returning to Hong Kong in 1965, Professor Wong first worked at
the Department of Extramural Studies of The Chinese University
of Hong Kong, where he started the Certificate Course in Applied
Design which was the first long-term design course of its kind
in Hong Kong. In 1967, he moved to the City Museum and Art
Gallery at the City Hall, working as Assistant Curator, and in
1974, he joined the Hong Kong Polytechnic (predecessor of The
Hong Kong Polytechnic University) as Senior Lecturer of the
Design Department to teach graphic design, and was promoted to
Principal Lecturer of the then Swire School of Design two years
later, to coordinate the foundation year and evening courses.

Professor Wong stayed at the Polytechnic for a period of ten years,
continuing to paint and write in his spare time, authoring books
on design theories to sum up his insights in design teaching. In
1984, he emigrated to the United States to develop himself as a
full-time artist, while still continued to write books, in English, on
design which were published in America, with editions in Spanish,
Portuguese, Indonesian and Vietnamese languages.

In 1996, Professor Wong moved back to Hong Kong. He was
conferred the Hong Kong Arts Development Council’s Emeritus
Fellowship in 1998, presented a retrospective exhibition of his
work by the Hong Kong Museum of Art in 2006, and received the
Bronze Bauhinia Star of the Hong Kong SAR Government in 2007.
He was invited as Artist-in-Residence by PolyU and presented his
retrospective at the Innovation Tower on campus in 2016.

R B A O 2 R BACOK S
Ol >l BE P 7 B E 2 5 B I A
B B B T o BR A BT Y K SR R
Ja o 37 ARG ffE B K AR TR S R AQ 2
ERZ— o MU FAFROO SO I R B
BRI FHESCOH - REEHE > 19584

BISLEACSC B E T i & > EBIEEE
B sg B HE c 19614 BE 4 H&E -

B R 5 I R A A 2B B e K RS
FAMTERRE - BT B

THIR1965 1R - FE& I P SUREAR
SMEEREFRATIR B s = 301 A0 24
S SCRARR o 19674 BT K & A 1Y
FE Mg By IR o 197448 M 7E F s T
Bt (Fri M TRELAT &) SRR LR
ARG > T RRP SRR o AR R
TR 47 2 Kty SR ERBE Y 1 A
LSRR M [T RRAE

THRAEI R THRE T2 A > Ak
hfg s MEE » WESEEAEB LG
EEWR o 19844 B LR > B 2T
BT R > MEE LIS - DT SCE A ET
L FEER AR - —#RFT > AT
3~ IS > BN SC R SCRR o

19964 » FH B EW - 199845
T it BT 58 J2 Ry DRI 40T i 88 > 200645
T B0 i B FLER AT (1) B > 20074F
MR P BUNF AR PSR 25 AT R 78 © 20164F »
T BT R BAS BT R > W AEA
J] P ) 81 0 2 A0 [ i 5 e o

21



22

Since his return to Hong Kong, Professor Wong has been museum
expert adviser to the Leisure and Cultural Services Department
in Hong Kong. Currently he is adjunct professor of the Fine Arts
Department of The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Committee
Member of the Chinese Ink Painting Institute in Beijing, Honorary
Chairman of the Chinese Ink Painting Institute in Hong Kong, and
Committee Member of the Hong Kong Chinese Artists Association.

Professor Wong was born in Humen at the mouth of the Pearl
River, but grew up in Hong Kong where he saw the Japanese
invasion. After the war, he received a bilingual education, but
took lessons of Chinese classical literature and calligraphy outside
the school, and studied Chinese painting after graduation. As an
artist, with the foundation on Chinese culture, he explores his
way by crossing the East and West cultures, featuring in his work
streams, rivers, lakes, rapids and falls, seas and oceans, to generate
a mysterious mood reflecting the feelings of a wanderer living most
of his life outside the homeland, which provokes thoughts and
emotions from viewers.
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Response Speech % #f BF

Chairman Chan, University Council Members, President Tong and
Honoured Guests,

As a recipient of this fellowship today, I feel immensely grateful,
and greatly honoured, for this really marks a highlight in my life,
and further strengthens my relationship with The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University.

Looking back forty-three years from now, I joined the teaching
staff of the newly established Hong Kong Polytechnic in the
what was called Swire School of Design, and spent a total of 10
years. I taught graphic design, and then moved on to manage the
foundation programme and develop evening classes. Polytechnic
was like a home to me.

Last year, PolyU’s Culture Promotion Committee invited me to
participate in its Artist-in-Residence programme, and presented
a retrospective exhibition of my paintings at the Jockey Club
Innovation Tower on campus. This made me feel coming
back home. The underlying theme of the exhibition is wui
([]), which expresses several meanings, such as looking back,
returning, and remembering.

[ have been away, from the Polytechnic, and from Hong Kong, for
some time. Now my link with PolyU is re-established. Thank you.
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