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1 National Anthem

2 Address by The Hon. Marjorie Yang, JP, Chairman of Council
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3 Address by Prof. Timothy W. Tong, Ph.D., JP, President
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4 Conferment of University Fellowships to the following recipients
by Chairman Yang:
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(Citations delivered by Prof. Philip C.H. Chan, Deputy President and Provost;
Response speeches by University Fellowship recipients)
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Mr Edwin Leong Siu Hung R
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Mr So Chung Ping R A - S 4

(In alphabetical order of last name HHILLFLHEF)

5 End of Ceremony
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Dr ARON HARILELA
SRl I

Citation &5

Dr Aron Harilela is a Director of Harilela Hotels Ltd., a
privately owned multinational company that has over 40
years of experience in the investment and development of
hotels in the United States, Asia, Europe and Canada. Dr
Harilela is responsible for overseeing operations in hotels
within South-East Asia and Europe. He is also in charge
of acquisitions for the Harilela Group, a family real estate
business set up in 1959 that has long been synonymous with
the entrepreneurial spirit of Hong Kong. The Group has
successfully developed award winning hotels such as those
operated by InterContinental and Sheraton which are well
known around the world.

Dr Harilela is well known for his achievements in the
commercial sector. However, he also has an academic
profile. A doctoral graduate in political philosophy from
the University of Hull, England, Dr Harilela has written
and published several articles on contemporary social and
political thought.

Dr Harilela is keen to serve the community, demonstrating
strong support for the local business sector over the years.
He currently serves as a member of the General Committee
of The Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce (HKGCC),
a member of the Real Estate and Infrastructure Committee,
as well as a member of the Healthcare Reform Working
Group of the HKGCC. He has recently been appointed
Investment Promotion Ambassador (IPA) for Invest HK.

The education sector in Hong Kong has also benefited from
Dr Harilela’s wisdom and generosity. He sits on the Court of
The University of Hong Kong, and was the Honorary Vice-
President of the Advisory Board of the Business Association
Session 2007-2008. He also serves as Court member of
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology and
member of the Advisory Committee of the School of Hotel
and Tourism Management (SHTM) of PolyU. In early 2011,
the Harilela family generously supported PolyU in the
establishment of a scholarship in SHTM for nurturing talents
for the thriving industry.
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Response Speech £ #f &

Chairman Yang, University Council Members, President Tong and
Honoured Guests,

It is indeed a great honour to receive this Fellowship from The Hong
Kong Polytechnic University.

As you know, I manage a multinational company that has over 40
years of experience in the investment and development of hotels
in different parts of the world. From my experience, I believe that
professionalism is the key to the sustainable development of the
hotel industry. And to enhance professionalism and elevate industry
standards, we need a training ground, a centre of excellence in
hospitality education to nurture the talents for this thriving industry.

For almost three decades, PolyU has been playing a key role in leading
hospitality and tourism education and research. I have been serving
on the Advisory Committee of the University’s School of Hotel and
Tourism Management since April 2011, and I note that the School
has been enjoying a very high reputation and is ranked number two
among the world’s top hotel and tourism schools.

With this impressive track record, I am sure the School will be able
to nurture the right talents for the industry and make an even greater
contribution for its further advancement. I also believe that the School
is not too far away from being number one in the world.

I am proud of the part that I have played in the development of this
University. I sincerely wish PolyU even greater success in its visionary
education, and I look forward to further opportunities to support
this institution and to seeing its further advancement and continued
contribution to the hotel industry as well as to the betterment of
Hong Kong and the region.

Thank you.
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Dr SIMON KWOK SIU MING, EBS, JP
8RS L, BBS, JP

Citation # 5

Dr Simon Kwok Siu Ming is the Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer of Sa Sa International Holdings Limited, a listed
global cosmetics retailing empire he has built over the past
three decades. It is now Asia’s leading cosmetics retailer and a
renowned consumer brand, standing as a testament to Dr Kwok’s
perseverance, enterprising spirit and commitment to innovation
and excellence.

Dr Kwok has made enormous contributions to the industry. He
is the President of the Cosmetic & Perfumery Association of
Hong Kong, the Honorary President of the Federation of Beauty
Industry (HK), and the Vice-President of the Executive Committee
and the Honorary Founding President of the Professional
Validation Centre of the Hong Kong Business Sector. He is also
the Vice-Chairman of the Quality Tourism Services Association
Governing Council and the Honorary Life President of the Hong
Kong Brands Protection Alliance. Dr Kwok has received many
awards, including the Director of the Year Award 2011 in the
category of Listed Companies (SEHK — Non-Hang Seng Index
Constituents) — Executive Directors and the ‘Ernst & Young
Entrepreneur of the Year China 2006’ in the Retail Category. He
received an honorary doctorate in business administration from
Lingnan University in 2008.

Dr Kwok has been dedicated to social and community services
and is also a generous philanthropist. He is the Chairman of the
Hong Kong Community Chest Campaign Committee and the
Executive Board Member of the Hong Kong AIDS Foundation,
and was formerly the Co-chairman of the Organizing Committee
of the Hong Kong Committee for China AIDS Initiative. Over
the years, Dr Kwok has made generous donations to numerous
social service organizations such as the Hong Kong Breast Cancer
Foundation, Suicide Prevention Services and Lifeline Express.

Dr Kwok is currently an elected member of the Board of Trustees
of the New Asia College of the Chinese University of Hong Kong,
a voting member of The University of Hong Kong Foundation,
and a life member of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
Development Foundation. He is also a Committee Member of
the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference of Hubei
Province, and was appointed a Justice of the Peace and awarded a
Bronze Bauhinia Star by the Government of the HKSAR in 2008
and 2011 respectively. He was elected as an Election Committee
Member for the Wholesale and Retail Subsector in the 2011
Election Committee Subsector Elections just held in December.
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Response Speech £ #f &

Chairman Yang, University Council Members, President Tong and
Honoured Guests,

First of all, let me express my heartfelt thanks to The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University for conferring upon me the honour of this
Fellowship. T am most delighted.

Nurturing talent is the key to social development. To enable university
students to cope with the various challenges they will face after they
graduate, university education should not only impart knowledge
and professional skills but also facilitate whole-person development,
fostering students’ potential, international outlook, civil-mindedness
and commitment to contributing to society.

PolyU has always attached importance to whole-person education.
Over the years, apart from nurturing professional talents to meet
the needs of society, the University has devoted many resources to
arranging for PolyU student internships, international exchanges and
opportunities for community service. That is one of the reasons why
PolyU students are very popular with employers in different sectors.
I am in full support of the University’s education philosophy, and I
look forward to more opportunities to promote education for our
future generations together with the other Fellowship recipients.

Lastly, I would like to thank my wife, Dr Kwok Law Kwai Chun, for
her support over the past decades, and to share this honour with her.
Thank you to all of you.
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Miss CALLY KWONG MEI WAN ,
BEZENWH

Citation &5

Miss Cally Kwong Mei Wan is well-known as a beauty queen and
singer who sang many classical songs in the 1980s and 1990s. She
was the first singer to have staged a concert series of more than 50
shows in the Chinese mainland in the 1990s, and the first recipient
of the best female singer award in Guangdong.

Upon finishing a diploma programme at the Gemological Institute of
America in 1999, she made a foray into the business world, setting
up her own jewellery business. She is now Managing Director of
Cally K Jewellery Limited, and has been invited to act as judge for
various competitions such as the 11th and 12th Hong Kong Jewellery
Design Competitions.

Miss Kwong is committed to philanthropic work, particularly in the
area of education. Since 2003, she has funded the construction of 44
primary and secondary schools in the mainland. She also founded
the Cally Kwong Juvenile Activities Centre in Jiujiang, Jiangxi
province, in 2011, and sponsors scholarships annually at Nanchang
University in Jiangxi. In 2008, she was named among Jiangxi’s top
ten philanthropists. She is currently guest lecturer at Nanchang
University and Jiujiang Vocational University, and is honorary
principal of 44 primary and secondary schools.

With extensive ties in the mainland, Miss Kwong holds a number of
important positions. She is Director of China Overseas Friendship
Association and Vice Director of Jiangxi Overseas Friendship
Association, and serves on the Jiangxi Provincial Committee of
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference. A devout
Buddhist, Miss Kwong has been following Master Xing Yun to learn
about Buddhism for years and is currently President of Buddha’s
Light International Association. She cares much for the needy and
regards herself a lifelong volunteer. Immediately after the Sichuan
earthquake in 2008, she brought funds and relief supplies worth
millions of dollars to the disaster-hit areas. Miss Kwong is also a
member of the Fund-raising Committee under the PolyU Council.
She has generously supported the development of PolyU by taking up
the chairmanship of Charity Dinners in 2010, 2011 and 2012, and
participating in various fund-raising activities.

Miss Kwong is also the author of four beauty, inspirational and
jewellery books.
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Response Speech & #f B

Chairman Yang, University Council Members, President Tong and Honoured
Guests,

It is indeed a great honour to be awarded this University Fellowship by The
Hong Kong Polytechnic University.

In 1982, I took part in the Miss Hong Kong Beauty Pageant and in 1986 my
first album was released. Perhaps because of the sentimental songs I sang,
many people regard me as a cold person who does not smile much. But, in
reality, I like to share things with people and be kind to others. Soon after I
obtained the G.I.A. Gemologist Diploma 12 years ago in 1999, [ set up my
own jewellery business. I am so glad that I joined a ‘joyful’ business, which
serves customers making purchases for joyful occasions.

Over the past 30 years, I have gone through lots of trials, ups and downs in
my life, but Buddhism has liberated me. I am very grateful to Master Xing
Yun for his guidance over the years, which has enriched my life and helped
me become more proactive and at ease with myself. I believe that as long as
we have the following three goods: do good things, say good words and have
a good heart, and give others the following four things: joy, hope, confidence
and convenience, then we can build rewarding relationships and become a
well-liked person.

It is my hope to be a lifelong volunteer since it is a blessing to be able to help
others. But there is a limit to everyone’s ability and no one can escape from
disease or death. So how can we achieve our goals with these limitations? I
believe we should consolidate our strength in nurturing talents, as nurturing
talent and virtuous behaviour is the key to the development of our society.

In 2003, I started building primary, secondary and migrant worker schools
in the Chinese mainland, and became involved in sponsoring university
students’ education. I am moved when I learn that my sponsored students
have managed to continue their studies or to graduate from university. [ hope
they can excel in what they do and become pillars of our nation.

This year marks PolyU’s 75th anniversary. | know that the University has
introduced a subject to encourage students to participate in community
service. Some students may go to teach English among primary students
in remote mountainous areas, while others may help build roads and
repair bridges. I am delighted to have been invited to join the Fund-
raising Committee under the PolyU Council last year. I will strive to
serve the University and I hope that you too can support the University’s
development, and its mission to nurture outstanding talents and create a
harmonious society.

I will continue to share my immense joy and happiness with the people
around me. Once again, let me extend my gratitude to PolyU and to all
of you for your presence, and may | wish you all good health, peace and
good fortune.
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Mr EDWIN LEONG S1U HUNG'

Citation &5

Mr Edwin Leong Siu Hung, Executive Chairman and Founder
of Tai Hung Fai Enterprise Company Limited, has been named
the ‘King of Retail Shops’ by the local media in view of his
many impressive retail property deals. Under his leadership,
Tai Hung Fai Enterprise has developed into a highly diversified
property investment and development company, involving
branded hotels and service apartments, commercial and
industrial buildings, luxury residential developments and mini-
storage facilities. Mr Leong is also director of Henry G Leong
Estates Limited, a property and securities investment company
founded by his father, the late Mr Henry G Leong.

Mr Leong has demonstrated great commitment to the well-
being of the elderly. Through the Tai Hung Fai Charity
Foundation, he established the PolyU-Henry G Leong Mobile
Integrative Health Centre, a vehicle that visits selected districts
in Hong Kong to provide free health checks and monitoring
to needy elderly people. Mr Leong has also supported local
universities in the creation of a training programme for care
workers of the elderly, setting up professorships for research
into related aspects, and sponsoring scholarships for students
in Hong Kong and in the mainland. In the past few years,
Mr Leong has established the Henry G Leong Professorship
in Gerontology and Geriatrics in the Faculty of Medicine at
The Chinese University of Hong Kong, the Henry G Leong
Endowed Professorship in Neurology at The University
of Hong Kong (HKU), and the Henry G Leong Endowed
Professorship in Social Science at HKU, in memory of his
father. He has also established the Edwin SH Leong Hughes
Hall Scholarships at the University of Cambridge and HKU,
and generously donated to PolyU to support its development.

Mr Leong has devoted much time to serving on various
committees. He has served as a Director and Vice Chairman
of Po Leung Kuk and is now an honorary patron of the Hong
Kong Breast Cancer Foundation, honorary advisor of the Hong
Kong Parkinson’s Disease Foundation, and Court member at
Lingnan University.

Mr Leong holds a Bachelor of Science degree from The
University of British Columbia, and a Master of Science degree
from the University of Toronto. He was awarded an honorary
fellowship by HKU in 2010.
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Response Speech % #f &

Chairman Yang, University Council Members, President Tong and
Honoured Guests,

I am very grateful to The Hong Kong Polytechnic University for
conferring upon me this prestigious Honorary Fellowship. This honour
represents not only a recognition by PolyU of my contributions, but
also an endorsement of my commitment to the community.

Over the years, I have been heavily involved in community work that
addresses the needs of the elderly. Because of that, I have maintained
a very close link with PolyU, HKU and other NGOs in Hong Kong.
Through the Tai Hung Fai Charity Foundation, I have established the
PolyU-Henry G Leong Mobile Integrative Health Centre, a vehicle
that regularly visits selected districts in Hong Kong providing free
health checks and monitoring needy elderly people. Along with Tung
Wah Group of Hospitals and the Department of Social Work and
Social Administration of The University of Hong Kong (HKU), I
have established a pilot plan to provide services to senior citizen with
dementia with the aim to improve their quality of living and the results
have been most encouraging.

Besides this, I have also supported other local universities in establishing
training programmes and scholarships, as well as facilitating research
on related aspects. I have also supported students in the Northern
Province of China so that they can continue their studies at the
universities in the mainland.

I am certain that PolyU shares many of my concerns about the condition
of the elderly in society and together we will do more in the future. I look
forward to having further opportunities to collaborate with PolyU on
their worthwhile projects.

Let’s join hands to care for the aged and bring more hope for our society.

Thank you very much.
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Ir MAK CHAI KWONG, GBS, JP :
ZEBE IR, cBs, JP

12

Citation E 5

Ir Mak Chai Kwong graduated from The University of Hong Kong
(HKU) with a BSc degree in Engineering in 1973, and an MSc degree
in Urban Planning in 1985. A civil engineer by profession, he was a
loyal civil servant. He was the Permanent Secretary for Development
(Works) before he retired in June 2010, after completing his 37-
year career with the government. After retirement, he was appointed
Team Leader for Sichuan Reconstruction in the Development Bureau
responsible for the HKSAR funded post-earthquake reconstruction
work in Sichuan.

Ir Mak was instrumental in the development of many major
infrastructural projects in Hong Kong, such as the modernization
of the Kowloon Canton Railway, studies to formulate Hong Kong’s
railway network expansion, various road projects including Route
8 and the Stonecutters Bridge, the Hong Kong-Shenzhen Western
Corridor and the mega Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge. He also
led the heritage team in the Development Bureau in implementing
heritage conservation projects.

Ir Mak is visionary, and keenly supports innovation and knowledge
transfer. As the Director of Highways, he led the Department in
collaborating with tertiary institutions on various research works.
The collaboration between PolyU and the Highways Department
produced very worthwhile outcomes on ‘Highway Pavement
Design’and ‘Road Pavement Materials’. The applied research on
‘Bridge Health Monitoring System’ was a notable achievement. The
system has been applied to the Tsing Ma Bridge and other long-span
bridges, and high-rise structures.

Ir Mak has spared no effort in serving the university community,
and in contributing significantly to the nurturing of professional
engineers. He has been lecturing at his alma mater, HKU, for over
25 years and was awarded Honorary Professorship in the Civil
Engineering Department, HKU in 2007. He served as the Chairman
of the Advisory Committee on Civil and Structural Engineering
at PolyU between 2008 and 2011; the Chairman of the Advisory
Committee for the Department of Architectural Engineering of
the City University of Hong Kong; a member of the University
Engineering Advisory Committee and the Vice-Chairman of the
Management Committee of the Centre of Infrastructure and
Construction Industry Development at HKU.

Ir Mak was awarded the Gold Bauhinia Star in 2010, and was
appointed a Director of the HK Science and Technology Parks
Corporation and a non-official Justice of the Peace in 2011. He
was also awarded an Honorary University Fellowship by HKU and
elected as Council Member of the Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE).
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Chairman Yang, University Council Members, President Tong and Honoured
Guests,

T am delighted and deeply honoured to be here this afternoon. My heartiest
thanks to The Hong Kong Polytechnic University for awarding me the University
Fellowship — but the reasons for my thanks to the University actually go much
beyond those related to the award of this Fellowship.

Over the years, PolyU has collaborated with the Government in various ‘applied
research’ studies. I was privileged to have participated in some of them. Without
dwelling on the details, let me highlight one example which exemplifies the work
of PolyU — the applied research on the Tsing Ma Bridge.

The Tsing Ma Bridge, which was completed 10 years ago, is today still the world’s
longest double deck suspension bridge. Whilst visitors to HK would admire the
elegant engineering achievement of the bridge, few people realize that looking after the
operation of the bridge is a complicated process. Even fewer people understand the
work required behind the scenes to ensure the bridge can always perform at its best.

Due to various traffic loadings and wind effects that act on the bridge, the bridge
span moves up and down, and swings left and right — in no small magnitudes.
Because of the size of the bridge, we just do not feel these movements. But
engineers need to see that the bridge is not moving excessively, that is, the bridge
behaves as predicted.

In this connection, PolyU has made important contributions to the development of
a monitoring system on the bridge performance — the Wind and Structural Health
Monitoring System. This system involves extensive data analysis. The outcome
of this applied research not only ranks high both in the academic and engineering
fields, it is the pioneer for similar research projects worldwide. Today, many local
and overseas authorities have applied the system for monitoring their structures —
long-span bridges as well as high-rise buildings.

This is only one of the numerous examples when PolyU has brought its motto — ‘To
learn and to apply, for the benefit of mankind’ — into practice.

Indeed, the story of Hong Kong’s development is a testimony to urbanization.
Today, the completed infrastructure has become the fabric of our modern
city, essential for the lifestyle of our 7 million citizens. These achievements are
astonishing by world standards, and they would not have been possible without
the dedicated efforts of our universities where our younger generations are trained
and nurtured. PolyU graduates have held many key positions in the community,
and have played an important role in HK’s development.

Ladies and Gentlemen, this year is the 75th anniversary of PolyU. PolyU has, and
will continue to, contribute to Hong Kong’s development in a by-no-means small

way. PolyU will continue to produce first-class graduates to serve the community.

I am very honoured, and proud that I can be a member of the PolyU family. Together
with its faculty, students, graduates and alumni, we will power the future.

Once again my sincere thanks to PolyU. Thank you.
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Mr SO CHUNG PING
& Pk E

Citation & 5

Mr So Chung Ping is currently Chairman of the Executive
Committee of The Tsim Sha Tsui District Kai Fong Welfare
Association (TSTDKFWA). A highly-respected community
leader, Mr So has devoted himself to serving the local
community for more than 40 years.

In 1978, Mr So founded the West Kowloon Lions Club to
help the underprivileged. He also served twice as Director
of the Tung Wah Group of Hospitals, during which time he
helped with fund-raising and stationed at hospitals to collect
feedback from patients, thus helping to enhance the quality of
services significantly. Among the first batch of elected district
councilors in Tsim Sha Tsui in 1985, he won praise for his
efforts to improve the district environment.

Mr So is particularly concerned with education and services
for the elderly, and he actively promotes these services through
The Tsim Sha Tsui District Kai Fong Welfare Association
to which he belongs. Apart from supporting Project Hope
schools in the Chinese mainland and scholarships of the
eight local universities, the Association supports PolyU’s
long-term development and, in particular, its Department of
Applied Social Sciences in nurturing social work students and
arranging overseas exchanges for the purpose of whole-person
education. In 1996, Mr So set up and served as Chairman of
the TSTDKFWA Activities Centre for the Elderly, which offers
diversified activities for the aged. In 2010, he enriched the
lives of a group of elderly people by sponsoring their studies
at PolyU.

Mr So is Honorary President of Hong Kong Baptist University
Foundation, Vice-President of the Federation of Hong Kong
Guangdong Community organization, Vice-Chairman of the
Hong Kong Civic Association, Vice-President of Kowloon
West Society of Organizations, and Honorary President
of the Welfare Hospital in Tongzhou district in Beijing.
In recognition of his contributions to society, Mr So was
awarded the government’s community service award in
1985 and 1986, and made an honorary citizen of Beijing’s
Tongzhou district. In 2000, he received the Hong Kong SAR
Government’s Chief Executive Award for Community Service.
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Chairman Yang, University Council Members, President Tong and
Honoured Guests,

I am deeply honoured to be awarded The Hong Kong Polytechnic
University Fellowship. It is truly a cherished honour for me.

During my 40 years of community service, I have tried to do my
utmost in promoting medical and educational services, and in helping
the elderly. Since 2005, The Tsim Sha Tsui District Kai Fong Welfare
Association, to which I belong, has funded overseas visits for PolyU’s
Department of Applied Social Sciences, enabling staff and students to
visit old-age homes, youth centres, schools, foster care homes, anti-
gambling addiction centres and homes for the mentally handicapped
in countries such as the United States, Canada, Australia, Hawaii,
the UK and Finland. These visits have served the purpose of whole
person education, enabling the participants to learn the differences
between Hong Kong and other places in terms of welfare policy and
culture as well as widening their exposure to the wider world. On
the other hand, we have also tried to enrich the lives of old people
by encouraging them to actively take part in community services and
lifelong learning.

I have upheld my principle of treating all seniors and juniors as if
they are my family. But I find it a worrying trend that many young
people today, the future pillars of our society, are disgruntled and
prone to constantly asking for more than they give back. To a certain
extent this reflects a gap in moral education in Hong Kong. I sincerely
hope that universities can support the government and join hands
with other sectors in realizing the ideal of caring for all those in need,
whether they are the old, the young, the widowed or the disabled.

The honour conferred upon me by PolyU will further drive me to
continue my services for the community. Although I am over 80 years
old, I hope I can still do more, and serve as a role model for young
people thus encouraging them to contribute to society.

Lastly, I would like to thank my wife and daughter for their care and
support, without which, I would not be able to have received this

honour today.

Thank you.
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